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In Honourable Remembrance 

Dr. Neville Roy Clare. MA, Phd. 
 

The Sickle Cell Care, Advocacy, Unity, Support with Empathy Group, ‘SC Cause’ would not have 

come into fruition if it were not for the very special man who sadly passed on the 20th July 2015. 

I will always remember and hold dear the memory of our sleeping Sickle Cell Warrior, the instigator 

and founder of all that encompasses Sickle Cell Support in the UK and indeed Europe today. 

I first met this very inspirational and special man when I was 13 years old, I had recently moved up 

from South London, were I was born to live with my mother in Woodgreen North London after being 

separated from her from the age of 7 years old; it was a special time in my life; reconnecting with the 

mother I had sorely missed for six years, moving to a complete new environment and school, going 

through puberty, of which I had no knowledge and living with the sickle cell condition.  

Because the relocation for my younger sister and I to live with my mother wasn’t planned in advance, 

initially there was issues with living space, my mum had been living in a small one bed flat, however 

this didn’t encourage any delays with the plan for our move as we were all just so excited to be 

reconnected. 

Finally, my mother was issued with a three-bedroomed house to accommodate us and my brother 

who would live with us during school holidays and weekends, (he was attending boarding school in 

Seaford, for the sea air because e of his extreme asthma.  

Unfortunately, because we were eager for space, my mum took the councils first offer, which was a 

damp house with mould, mice and no central heating; this of course aggravated the health symptoms 

of my siblings and I, causing frequent painful crisis and hospital admissions.  

And so began my mother’s ongoing battle of many years with the council to be rehoused again or 

even just damp proofed and centrally heated; the conditions of our home was effecting our sickle cell 

condition and my brother’s asthma severely.  

One day a helpful woman in the queue of the housing office overheard my mother’s plight and gave 

her the number for an organisation called OSCAR, Mum called and spoke to the founder of the 

organisation and that was my mothers and our family’s first introduction to this very quietly and 

well-spoken gentleman, Mr Neville Clare. 

My mother had suffered years of this current housing issue however, after Neville had looked into 

her case we were rehoused within months and I add, under the correct criteria for people living with 

the sickle cell condition, it was around this time in my life; I decided that my life would be 

worthwhile, no matter how short and that I too would make a difference.  To put it mildly…. I WAS 

IMPRESSED. 

However; it wasn’t until11997 that I got back into contact with Neville; we would converse about life 

with sickle cell from time to time and he was always ready to give me advise. 

In 2003, my daughter Leanne and I, who had just founded our new voluntary organisation which we 

called the organisation for ‘Help, Advice, Support & In-Community Fundraising’ known as HASIF 

Promotions approached Neville for a donation while he was advocating within his new group called 

Sickle Watch, our request which was for a large gazebo, to aid our first community sponsored walk  
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and also for him to speak about his life as an advocate at the launch party of our new community 

group, he happily did both and since then I would always look to him for advice with other sickle cell 

ventures I would undertake over the years.  

More recently in 2014 I asked him an even bigger ask again, this time expecting him to say NO!  

However, with conditions and concerns he reluctantly agreed to help me out again this time with my 

work as part of the committee of the Enfield Sickle Cell Support Group, he made it clear… crystal 

clear in fact that he would assist, but he was doing so only because it was i who had asked him; as he 

trusted my integrity within this arena… I KNOW A COMPLIMENT WHEN I HEAR IT… 

You see over the years we had experienced a number of people from within and outside of our 

community who would profess to be genuine with their allegiance to Sickle Cell Support only for us 

to be let down again and again, so I fully understood his attitude and this was the reason I wouldn’t 

have been shocked if he had said no.  

BUT he did join me and in the short months he served as the groups ‘Patient Advocate’ he made a 

tremendous difference and left a hole no other is able to fill. 

When I decided to leave the Enfield Sickle Cell Support group in Dec 2014 it was again Neville that 

advised me to create SC Cause, his words to me were; “Samantha, I advise you to create a separate 

group away from Enfield, so you will be able to exercise your ambitions with Sickle Cell Support 

without the drama’s that we know is human nature and have no control over”.  

He said these words to me without malice towards anyone, it was advice for me alone and I took his 

advice seriously and in the last six months of his life he was available to me on the phone each and 

every Sunday at 4pm….. That was our time. 

The Sickle Cell Care, Advocacy, Unity, Support with Empathy Group, or SC Cause would not be 

here today if not for Neville Roy Clare; the creator of the blueprint for what we know today as Sickle 

Cell Support. 

After his demise, to ensure his name is forever remembered within the Sickle Cell community, I 

asked his wife Marvalyn if we could host the SC Cause Annual Award Ceremony for persons who 

give of themselves exceptionally to assist the sickle cell community, in honour of Neville. 

She was honoured as were we and so with pride, each year at our Annual General Meeting, Mrs 

Marvalyn Clare awards a very select few, with an OSCAR trophy in honour of her late husband, my 

mentor and the single-handed champion of sickle cell support to whom warriors worldwide owes a 

debt of gratitude. 

My personal action to the Sickle Cell community is to have Neville’s name remembered, highlighted 

and honoured each year in the group I founded under the advice, confidence and support of  

 

The Late Dr. Neville Roy Clare MA, Phd. 

8th May 1946 – 20th July 2015 

RIP 

 
 

‘Remembering Neville’ Samantha Greaves July 2017 
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